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she found that she had to fight to be treated professionally. In 1926, Margie Neal 
became the second woman elected to the legislature and the state’s first female senator. 
She would go on to serve eight years without any other female senators, and the Texas 
Senate would not have more than one female member until 1987. Even when women 
were elected to the legislature, they were often marginalized. For example, when she 
was the only woman in the Texas House in 1969, Capitol guards sometimes assumed 
Frances Farenthold was not a legislator and tried to prevent her from entering the floor 
of the House.28

The demographic makeup of the Texas Legislature is not reflective of the wider 
population. The legislature is significantly more white/Caucasian compared to the 
general population. Asian Americans and African Americans in particular were 
underrepresented in the 2015 legislature. African Americans initially enjoyed some 
representation in the Texas Legislature in the years after the Civil War. In 1869 Texas 
has two black state senators and twelve black members of the Texas House. However, 
once Reconstruction ended, the disenfranchisement of black voters took hold. African 
Americans would not serve in the legislature during the twentieth century until the 
1966 election brought Barbara Jordan, Curtis Graves, and Joe Lockridge into the Texas 
House.

In a similar fashion, Tejanos initially held some political power after the Texas 
Revolution (1835–1836), but these positions soon waned. Mexican Americans were 
not again seated in the Texas Legislature until 1936, when Arnold Vale became the 
first Hispanic elected to the legislature in the twentieth century. Despite gains in the 
overall population, Hispanic representation in the Texas Legislature continues to lag 
behind that in the wider society. In 2015, about 38.8 percent of Texans identified 
as Hispanic, while the legislature that convened in Austin was about 22.7 percent 
Hispanic.

Proponents of microcosm theory might point toward distrust of the state 
government as a result of the gap between the makeup of the legislature and the 
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